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DE ARTE POETICA 
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UN AN o capiti cervicem aber equinam 
Jungere ſi velit, et varias inducere plumas 


Deſinat in piſcem mulier formoſa ſuperne ; 
Spectatum admiſſi riſum teneatis amici? 


Piſones, iſti tabulæ fore wad 


: Credite, 
Perſimilem, cujus, velut zgri ſomnia, vanz 
Fingentur ſpecies; ut NEC Pes nec * uni 
— Pioribus atque poetis 


Reddatur formæ.— 


Quidlibet audendi ſemper fuit æqua poteſtas. 
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Undique collatis membris, ut turpiter atrum 
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HOULD ſome raſh Painter, without WW * 
An Horſe's Neck, beneath a Woman's Head ; 


From diff rent Beaſts, a diff rent Member take; ; 
And of Birdy Feathers. a range o ring makes 8955 2 
Then let it, dowpwardsu.;in a Fiſg rsa: N dec 
Would you not laugh a4 ſuch g bene una 
Such, noble Hazy Ax, 8. that Nerds Theme:: 


Disjointed like a mad or ſick Man' 8 Dream, „ 
Whoſe incoherent Head, a Maſs of Things, 
Without Connexion, in one Poem brings! 
But Bards and Painters ” (all true Judges ay) ins 
Have L to give their Genius Play Fi 
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As Serpents mix not with the feather'd Race, crc i Ig 
Nor Lambs and Tygers mutually embrace. | he 50 + 
| In fore great Work; which prigilless a ü, 
How oft the Bard for Trifles riſks his Fame 

A Grove ſhall ſtop him in his vaſt Career--- - 

« Or limpid Brook, which murmurs in the Ear 
A Rainbow glitt 1 in the azure Ne 7 N 
« With all its Tint: 4 "9p 5 85 
« An Altar- piece deſerib dA raged Rhine-s | 5 ay 


« Diſpgrace his Work, and with falſe Beauty hive” : . he 


But theſe are fine Deleriptions- Atriking-—true! 5 oy js 
'Tis granted---But, what have they here t to do? 8 in 
Tis yours to paint a Tree, and paint i it well HE 
But can yau in all other Things aibnm 23: 1.1.0 
Paint me a Wreck, and let your Pencil, bo) 39 i 7 : 
The Horrors that wry er is Fa 8 pl 5555 
A noble Vaſe, which | in an "ar — "gg 1 8 
Weigh well your Subject, Rick to that alone: - 1 ; 
For nothing « can be good, chat is not X One 5 . 
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Decipimur ſpecie recti. brevis eſſe laboro, 
Obſcurus fio: ſegantem levia nervi 
Deficiunt animique: : profeſſus grandia turget ; 
Serpit humi tutus nimium, timiduſque he 


| Qui variare cupit rem prodigialiter unam, 
' Delphizum ſilvis appingit, fluctibus aprum. 


In vitium ducit culpæ fuga, ſi caret arte. 


ZXmilium circa hd Chex imus et ungues 
Exprimet, et molles imitabitur ære capillos; s 
Infelix aperis ſumma, quia ponere totum 8 
Neſciet. hunc ego me, ſi quid componere curem, 
Non magis eſſe velim, quam pravo vivere naſo, 
Spectandum nigris oculis, W capillo. 


Sumite materiam veſtris, qui ſeribitis, quam 
Viribus; et verſate diu, quid ferre recuſent, 
Quid e humeri. cui lecta potenter erit res, 
Nec facundia deferet hune, Nec lueidus ordo. 


Ordinis hee virtus crit, et venus, aut ego fallor, 


Ut jam nunc dicat, jam nunc debentia dici 
Pleraque differat, et præſens in tempus omittat : 


Hoe amet, hoc ſpernat promiſſi carminis auctor. 


Maxima pars vatum, pater, et jurcnca patre Gigni, | 
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"Pals a common. Fault with moſt) purſue - 
What their miſtaken Judgments fanſy true. THY 
This would be i e than, 85:4] 
He tries his Skill--and i is not underſtood: = 
This poliſhes each Line with niceſt Care-— | 
The Warmth and Spirit vaniſh into Air ; i 
This, aiming at great Things, becomes mere Sound it 
Avoiding Bormbaſt, athers creep the Ground; | 
This, priding in M- judg d Variety, | 
_ Paints Dolphins in the Woods, and Boars at Sea. 
Let Art and Judgment teach ö 

Leſt, flying one, we into greater run. 
Sculptors may cave the Nails and Hair with Art, 

And poliſh exquiſmely each diff rent Part; 

Yet, when the Judge's Eye compares the Whole, 

The Statue has a Form, but wants a Soul ; 

Nor can that Viſage ftrike with Trath or Grace, 
If but one mag d Feature ſpoils the Face! 


You then who write, conſult your Genies well, 
And weigh with Care wherein yon can excel! 
Match d to your Strength the finiſh d Piece will ſhine, . 
And Grace and Order beantify each Line. | 


Be this your Rule gay juſt what ould be faid, 
Be each Thing elſe to its due Time delay'd -— 

Wou' d you the Praiſe, which you expect, receive, 

_ Adopt what's proper; what's improper, leave. 
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Vicinas urbes alit, et grave ſentit aratrum: 
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In verbis ctiam tenuis cautuſque ſends, - 
Dixeris egregie, notum f1 callida verum 
Reddiderit junctura novum. ſi forte neceſſe eſt © 
Indiciis monſtrare recentibus abdita 1 rerum, 
Fingere cinctutis non exaudita Cethegis 


Continget, dabiturque. licentia ſumta pudenter: 
Et nova fictaque nuper habebunt verba fidem, * 


Greco fonte cadent, parce detorta. quid autem 
Cæcilio Plautoque dabit Romanus, ademtum 


Virgilio Varioque? ego cur acquirere pau aa 
Si poſſum, invideor; cum lingua Catonis et Enni A 1 
Sermonem patrium ditaverit, et nova rerum 
Nomina protulerit? licuit, ſemperque licebet 


Signatum præſente nota producere nomen. 


Ut ſilvæ foliis pronos mutantur in annos; . 
Prima cadunt: ita verborum vetus interit tas, 
Et juvenum ritu florent modo nata, vigentque. 
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Debemur morti nos, noſtraque : five receptus Y 


Terra Neptunus claſſes Aquilonibus arcet, | 
Regis opus ; ſteriliſque diu palus, aptaque remis, 
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New Words with _ 10 —.— fle 100d - 

= 64 41. 2 a "oy i: he + x 135%} 5 1 
New Words expteſſive 0 i the Poe t's id; 8 SES 
Yet if your Sub jet treats of Thing ho . 1 hal os Os 
. > rtf dei £31 
Which, by Works how in bie, Foal faintly 217 Ts 
204 210G04 TH inf 5 0 f) 

Invent, but ſparingly that Licence uſe, SO 

And Words compounded' from ſome others chuſe. 


n= theſe; fall, hort, and you want Words quite. news... 
Such as our Drydens and our Popes ne er "_ 


Evn this may be allow'd, if you take « care 91 21 8 57 29A , 
Such Werds both plain and unaffected, dog id? out) 
For why ſhould we a Liberty refuſe, x 
Our Anceſtors deny d not Shakeſpeare's Mule are 
Our Language thus enrich' d will gain Renqwn, tin Rod 
And Praiſe, not Envy, the Inventor ns. 
Words, coin d with Skill, denote judicious Ge Incn B10 
And Uſe adopts them by the public Voice. 
As Trees in Autumn ſpread with Leaves the Ground, 
And, the returning Spring, with new abound, 1 85 
80 Words grow old, and new fupply their luce, „ 
And furl Sul) with Youth and State. 55 _ 
To Death conſign' 0 us, and whare'er i Is ours,” a Sal 
The ever open Sepulchre derours. PFC oo 
In vain a while the Port the Veſſel ſaves: 0 
She ſinks at laſt in the ingulphing Waves. 
In vain the Fen, clear d by the lab ring Hind, 
Feels the ſharp Plough, and nouriſhes Mankind; iT 
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Seu curſum mutavit iniquum frogibus amnis, 
Doctus iter melius. mortalia facta peribunt; 
Nedum ſermonuin ſtet honos, et gratia vivax. 
Multa renaſcentur, quæ jam cecidere; eee, 
* nunc * in in hogore vocabula ; "RIES 
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— volet ufus, 


Qu penes arbitriurn eft, et Jus, et norma loquendi. 


Res geſtæ regumque — et nile bella, 
Quo ſcribi poſſent na, monſtravit Homerus. 


Verſibus inparer junctis querimonia op 
Poſt etiam incluſa eſt voti ſententia compos. | 


Quis tamen exiguos elegos emiſerit audtor, 
Grammatici certant, et adhuc ſub judice lis eſt, 
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1 proprio rabies ies 2 81 
Hunc ſocci cepere pedem, gran 


Vincentem N et natum rebus iS 
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And, caught by rt, through unk 
All Things decay, ah Words” the“ el 

Have but their ſtated Periods — to 8 
Many, already fall'n, revive again 

And ſome ſhall fall, which now with Glory reign. 


Such ! is the 1 5 of — 1 55 —— 4485 9 
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Wou'd you the Acts of King a Chick LY 
Let Homer 8 Nannen animate Mag Ye! 


| Grief gilt W Klegiac Strain, unn bn 
Uneven in its Meafures, to ede N edi ¹,&c̃D 11800 
At length Love's tender eee „I 


Layers alternately xejoic'd and griev d 0 8 
But who firſt brought g e Ba ä 
Grammarians W b n ry 5h ap 


Haien 17% 30 wy Ws 
Rage n tt 
In paſſionate Iambics, Diſ content: 

At length the Tragic and the Comio Muſe * 
As beſt adapted to their diff rent Uſe , 
Whether to ſtir the Paſſions, or to 2 9% 

With elevated Sounds, or graceful Eaſe, 
Taught them on Theatres to pleaſe the Croyd, 


And fix Attention when they were too loud. 
= „ = EL RD In 
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Muſa dedit fdibus ros, pucroſque Dem rum, 
| Et pu gilem victorem, et <quum. mer | 


Et | Juvequrm . et libera a,vina ref Of: ee f ns; | 
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e, "poets falutor? ?: 


Cur neſcire padre prave, quan diſcere malo: 


. Deſeripes are vices, operiiinque colotes s, 


* . 


Indigna tur item privatis ac. prope. Ai Hund ad Ht. Jolie 
Dignis carminibus narrari cena Thyeſtæ. . £1 A Na 
Singula quæque locum teneant ſortita 3 4 713g it 
Interdum tamen et vocem comadia tollir, ſora? ls e 
Iratuſque Chremes tumido delitigat orevh 1/21 3); b 
Et tragicus plerumque:dolet- fermone 8 

Telephus et Peleus, cum pauper et exſul ae | 


P erojicit ampullas, et ſeſquipedalia verba; dg 908 
Si curat cor ſpectantis tetigiſſe querelas. 
Non ſatis eſt pulchta eſſe poemata; dulcia bb, 


Et quocungue WR, — auditoris ”—_—_ 
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In lofty Verſe the Lyrie Ode dee * u uch 2 8 5 
The Victor-Waeltler, N he Chariot tet 


"7" | ag 11 
With equal Pomp and Piguity appear: ese 
Deſcending now, ſhe ſtrikes the pleaſing Ly: iim 14 
And 1576 the Joys, which Love and Wine +5 rung 


4 Er 


Unkel d in theſe. n ſhould. he 18 deen e 
Circle my Brow, and lift me to Rengwn p. CORPS IS PE 
For if I fear * learn thre' fooliſh Shame, 3 0 nm 15 
1 my Pret een to the Name. 5 
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The Comin Muſe, 7 4 for lighter Things... . i. oa 

Affecting Pomp, prepoſterouſſy bots; 'Y Wis 

Ill-judg d as he, who, dly. 2411 

In mimic Verſe, :Thyeftes. cruel. Fate. , el WA 

Of Words, that ſuit each Poem, make 100 Choice, 3 
Tho' Comedy, ſometimes, may raiſe her Voice, 5 f 5 

Chremes, when angry, may appear in Rage, 4 ; WR IRE - 

And Grief, with humble Sounds, its Pangs aſfiwage : | 

Baniſh'd from Home, and forc'd for Aid | to ſeek, 

Peleus and Telephus ſubmiſſive ſpeak : 

High-ſounding Words would ineffectual prove, 

And loſe the Pity which you ſtrive t to move. 

Poems, tho good, may fail to touch the Heart, 

Unleſs the Hearer enters in the Part. 


4 


3 —_ 
Ut ridentibus arrident, ita flentibus aan my | 5 6 


Humani vultus. ſi vis me flere, dolendum eſt 


Primum ipſi tibi; tune tua me infortunia nn, 
Telephe, vel Peleu: male 1 manctata 1 
Aut dormitabo, aut ede: | 


—Triſtia meſtum. 
Vultum verba decent; Tatum; plena b. b iii 


1 * 

Ludentem, laſciva ; ſevernmn, ſetia diy, - . 511 
Format enim natura prius nos intus ad = 123 1 
Fortunarum habitum z juvat, aut impellit ad iram, 
Aut ad humum mœrore gravi deducit, et _— 5 
Poſt effert animi motus interprete lingua. mw A VEE! 
Si dicentis erunt fortunis abfona dicta, et 

Romani tollent equites pediteſque exchinnurm. "5 8 Taal 
Intererit multum, * Divuſne loquatur, an ta PvE | 
Matu ruſque ſenex, an adhuc florente 3 Jurenta 923 
Fervidus; an matrona potens, an ſedula nutrix 3 LS 
Mercatorne veg, TUNER vitentis agel; 5 8 


* 4 2 


-< | Diveſne—an Irs. — Davuſne—an Eros Darue—an Heros. 
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As Laughter, Laughter only can exit; 
So Sorrow muſt be painted to the Sight: 1 
'Tis then alone your Sorrows touch my Breaſt, 1 


When you, Oh! Tilephus, appear diſtreſt] | | 
f ſtrictly to your Part you ſhould not Ry” ia eee 
You either make me laugh, or comme ah ann prog ent 
A Face in Sorrow, aſks pathetic Words; | ' 7 
Anger, for threat'ning Sounds, full Scope hots; Y 
Light Words become the Laugher ; Grave, the Gabe Þ 
| For Nature, form'd for ev'ry Senſe we have, 
Fits us, from inward Feelings, beſt to find, 
When Anger ſwells, or Grief affects the Mind; „%% 
And, when ſuch Paſſions on the Stage are ng? 1 1 
Teaches the Heart to make each Senſe its own. | | 


» 
6 
1 . 
2 


Of all the Rules, which circumſcribe the Stage, 
Let Truth of Character your Thoughts engage. 
Weigh well this Point — Without i it,, Words, nor Wit, 
Will ſave you from the Clamours of the Pit. 
Diſtinguiſh'd well, let Gods and Heroes talk 
A Language ſuited to their diff" rent V alk; 

Old Men with moral Sentences abound, 
And Youth, with boiling Paſſions, ſtill be found ; 
Matrons with Gravity adorn the Scene, 

And Duty, i in the careful Nurſe, be ſeen ; 

Let Merchants talk of Voyages ; the Hind, 

Of what concerns the Plough, or Beſtial Kind; 


= 


16] 
Colchus, an Aſfyrius; Thebis nutritus, an Argis” 


4 73 7 bY IP 2 "y 105 Mie 22 f * n 7119119 21 
Aut famam ſequere, aut fibi convenientia fing, 
5 Scriptor, honoratum ſi forte reponis Achillem; 69 VIII 
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Impiger, iracundus, inexorabilis, acer 
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” Sit Medea ferox inviaque, Acbili is Ino, VVV 
1 Perfidus Ixion, Io vaga, tr ; Oreſtes. „ 
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Si quid i inexpertum ſcenz committis, et „ 


Perſonam formare novam; ſervetu rad _ : . 
Qualis ab incœpto proceſſerit, et ſibi conſter, Or ee 
| | Difficile eſt proprie communia dicere: „„ od8E 8:14 
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Fach Dialect wh its true Standard brought, 


Whatever Character you Fein to wer, 
Unvarying, that Character purine; || 
If in your Scenes Achilles treads the be 
Obſerve, with Care, to make the Hero rage: 
paint him with Fire, as Homer did of old, 1 
Implacable, revengeful, haughty, bold; 
Diſclaiming Law, as if exempt alone, 

And, by his Sword, aſſerting ſtill his own. We 
Fierce, and untam'd, Medea ſhould appear; 
And Ino's Face be cover d with a Tear; 
Trion falſe and faithleſs ſhould be found, 

And wand'ring Io ſtill ſhould ſhift her Grounds ; 
Haunted by Furies, let Oreftes" Breaſt, | 
With infelt Gries, or MY an TY . 


If, bold * Aung yoh alle Renown! l 
In forming Characters to Fame unknown, 
Equal, throughout, your Character deſign; 
And, with its proper Beauties, let it ſhine. 
Tis hard, with Truth, to ſtrike the human Mind 
In Characters, which take in all Mankind; 
Fach, prepoſſeſs d, with his own Judgment ſees, 3 
And, as your Thoughts hit his, with yours agrees. 

ach 


Let each one you: perde on was _—_— 0. 


Wiſer 


wo 
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Rectius Iliacum carmen deducis in adtus, 
Quam ſi proferres ignota indictaque Primus. 
Publica materies privati juris eit, ſ i 
Non circa vilem patulumque moraberis oem; : 
.Nec verbum verbo curabis redilere ſidus | 
Interpres; nec defilies-imitator in arcturn, - 


Unde pedem proferre pudes: yolk, Aut operk TX 


Nec fic incipies, ut ; adi alim : 
Fortunam Priami cantabs, er while bellum: - 


Quid dignum tanto feret hie promiſſor hiatuZ?. 
Parturient montes : naſottur ridiculus us. 
Quanto rectius hic, qui nil mvlitur inepte7 3. 
« Dic mihi, Muſa, Mrum caßptæ poſt tempora Troje Wy 
Qui mores hominum multorum vidit, et urbæs. 
Non fumum ex fulgore, ſod ex fumo dare men 
Cogitat, ut ſpecioſa dehinc miracula promat, 


e, re et um vat Charybdim f - 


— 4 


1 * 


. 
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Wiſer by far, who from the Iliad draws, 
Than who ſubje&s Invention to ſuch Laws ! ! 


Heroes, tho knawny mey es hace your own, | 
If all ſaperfluons Things, you let lane "me The 1 
Too much ebenes d. will Unis deſtroys, ws be Tagen? 
And Words, zeturn d too faithfolty, will e ? 
Following the firſr, yaw. grow te h diffuſe, 
And cloſe — We wy GE Ma. 
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Pompous Fxordioms Rtudiouſly err! „ 

Nor, like the Bard of old, thus woun: the Part 
Of Priam's Fortunes, and his Wars, TI. IRR — 
What will ſuch oſtentatious Boaſting bring? 
By the; radicibue Reader left with Scorn, 
The Mountain labours, and a Mouſe is born ! 
How nobler far, whoG: modeſt Muk: began, 
In unaffected Verſe I. ſing the Man, e 
« Who, when the Grecian Arms to Trop gave po 2 
„Wander d, and many: Mex. and Countries, A os 
He ſeeks not firſt a mighty Flame to enn 
Which, in a Cloud of Smoke, at once decays; 3 | 
But, from his Smoke, produces laſting Flame, 

And gives his ſpecious Miracles a err D 2: bbs 

He ſeeks not with Aaui parat s Rage wd þ 
Our Wonder, and Attention, © gage; $ Jp 
Nor, in the Waves, which waſh Sicilia's "FE 

Makes his hoarſe Seylla, and Charybdis, —_— +0 
D 2 VVV 


Nec gemino been Treat delta over 4 N 
Semper ad eventum feſtinat J et iin dis ehrt, 


Non ſecus ac notas, au ditore; M4 
Deſperat tractata niteſcere «1-34 oth 
Atque ita mentitur, ſic ve day? 4 n! 
Primo ne medium, medio x ne altere i imum 
p 8 _ 1 ; | ; 
DD Tu, quid ego 5 Populus mecum n defideret, N * 
8 plauſoris eges aulæa manentis, et uſque e ee e 
Seſſuri, donet cantor, Vos plaudite, dicat; 5 
Etatis cujuſque notandi „„ 


Mobilibuſque decor n naturis dandus, et annis. 11 


Reddere qui voces jam ſcit puer, et pede certo 
Signat humum, geſtit paribus colludere, et iram 
Colligit ac youſ We et mutatur in horas. — Fa Sh 
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Or Gelid ſhews -- till brought to bear the Light, 
Each fills us with incredible Delight. : 


Unlike the Bard, ho, ſeeking to reheai 

Baiders Return in pompe! n an vn M 
Open d with Meleager 's Death the Scene, 
And fill'd with Traſh the Interval — | 
Or he, who, in his Wars of y, DEga 
With Leda's Egg, and the fictitious: Swanz— 


8 - ka * | N. 1 417 = \ ; 


But, haſt ning ſtill to the main Action, 5 3 


With rapid Flight; o er incidental Things; 


Whilſt, glancing as he goes, on Facts well known, 
And what can't be enlighten d, let alone, 
He forms his Fable with ſuch cunning Art, 


That One grant! Whole reſults irom ev fy Fart. 


Now learn; in this united, WAG: ane, 
In Works of Genius, will expect tofind: | 
80 ſhall your Hearers with Attention fit; 


Nor, till the Curtain drops, their Places i quit. 9 5 7 7 


Each Age its Manners has, not all alike: 3.8191 
* Each, juſtly mark d, ** with. true Beauty, Arik. 


Infants juſt . to ſpeak, and run alone, 6 

No Rliſs beyond their little Play- mates own, \ 
Changing each Hour, their Joys * and Sorrows riſe, 
And peak a diff rent Language in their Eyes. 


L 22 ] 


* 


Imberbis quvenĩs, tandem cuſtode remoto, 
Gaudet equis, canibuſque, et apriei gramitre N | 
Cereus in vitium flecti, monitoribus _ 16% 9 2 
Utilium tardus proviſor, prodigus =ris, © 257 2 UL 


Bublimis, 1 et amata ee — 
Gareth ſtudiis, tas WILT ee 7 13 
| Qusærit 6pes et amicitias; , infervit ar 1 bes pL 4 
| — - Commifiſſe e yo hab — laboret,./ "rei 
] Multa ſenem « circumveniunt incommoda: vel quod. 
4 -Quarit, et inventis miſer abſtinet, ae timet uti; 
1 5 Vel quod res omnes timide gelideque e miniſtrat, Tz 


Dilator, ſpe longus, iners, aviduſgue futuri, 3 
Difficilis, querulus, lapdator temporis acti. Pp 


Se puero, W en i 
| i 
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Youth, freed from Pn in "IM W 
And martial Exerciſe, 75 Pleaſure founds: 


To Vice inclin'd, good Counſe ee 
He only thinks of eg ſtrikes. his Senſe; 
Laviſh of Money, ſelf-ſufficient, vain, 

And eager, all he flies at, to obtain 
The Bliſs obtain d, his Fancy ſoon grows tir d, 


n eee d nnr 


8 u TI bo iind, . 
Riches, and Friends, and Seay touch his Mind; 
Fir d with the noble Plan Ambition ſhows, 

His Connery from his. ripen 'd Judgment, flows. 


Age, ſubject ta to a thouland diff rent IIls, | 
With Heaps of Gold his ſwelling Coffers fills: 3 
Grown rich, he fears to touch his hidden Store, 1 
And, what he ſought for Uſe, employs no more: 
Cold Fear, and Caution, ftay his trendbling Hand,, 
Irreſolute, and always at a ſtand— ; 
Slow in his Hopes, inactive, hard to pleaſe, | 
Diſſatisfy' d with ev'ry thing he ſces-— 

Greedy to make Futurity his own, Ls 
And fond of Life, tho' paſt its Pleaſures grown—- 
Praiſing the Times alone, when he was born, 
And cenf ri ring Youth, with eee and bend 


Thus, 


[24] 


Multa ferunt anni venientes commoda focum, * 


Multa recedentes adimunt: ne forte ſeniles 


Mandentur juveni partes, pueroque viriles 
Semper in adj — * nn We 


Aut agitur res in ſcenis, aut acta refertur. 
Segnius irritant animos demiſſa per aurem, 
Quam quæ ſunt oculis ſubjecta fidelibus, et * 
* ſibi 1 e : 


N 5 N tamen As 
Digna geri promes in ſcenam: multaque tolles 


Ex oculis, quæ mox narret facundia præſens. 
Nec pueros coram populo Medea trucidet, 
Aut humana palam coquat exta nefarius Atreus, 


Aut in avem Progne cantons Caddbus in anguem: 


9 oſtendis mihi ſic, e odi. 


Neve Werl new ie quinto productior actu 
Fabula, que poſci vult, et ſpectata reponi. 
Nec Deus interſit, niſi dignus vindice nodus 


Inciderit: nec quarta od laboret. 


il Actoris 


1 
Thus, to adranidiy Years whit ah 2 we, e 
Retreating Yeafs oblit rate, Aid deface. det 
_ Timely advis'd-—let old Men peak A eld, 
And Youth be till i impetuous, fiery, bold; LE 
Let Infants ſtill their live Sports purſue; 2 zinod all 3 

And give, to en ait cat Age, n he. 
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Actions, which fort the Belineß of hs wig, 
May ſometimes by the Bye, or Far, engage. 
Touch'd thro' the Ear, our Puſſions riſe more dow 7 20 F 
The Object, preſent, fills with preſent Woe : 
Struck with the Sight, inſtant our Paſſions 995 
And call forth all the Moiſture in our Eyes. 
Yet, tho Narration gives but cold Delight. 
some Things there are, imiſt be conceal from Sight. 
Medea muſt not draw her my Wring 
Nor rob her guiltleſs Children of their r 
Nor Atreus prepare the bloody ent, | 
And, with his ſlaughter'd' Sons, negale his Gueſt; 0 
Nor Cadmus Snake, nor — 2 9— 3 bnd! 
Such Sights offend the ben pee 2 


0 


8 4 


Five Acts, the Mcaſu Gad s ae e A911. 
Leſs wou'd confine, and More the Piece confound. 
But let no God, without juſt Cauſe, appear; 


Nor a fourth ons wg interfere. — — TT 
1 


EI 1. 
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Actoris partes chorus, officiumque virile 
Deſendat: neu quid medios intercinat 1 
| "yy non propoſity, conducat, et k a 


* 


03: „er avorronts 4 
2 bonis arent et e Enie 
ce Et regat iratos, et amet peccare timentes: 
Ille dapes laudet menſæ brevis, ille folubrem 
0 Juſtitiam, legeſque, et apertis otia porti:: 
ce Ille tegat eommiſſa, Deoſque precetur et oret, 
« Ut redeat miſeris, abeat fortuna e | 


1 Tibia non, ut nunc, ctchaloovinAt; hh don: 
ll Kula; ſed tenuis, ſimplexque foramine pauco, len DRL * 
| : 3 et adeſſe choris erat utilis, atquune 

Nondum ſpiſſa nimis complere {edilia flat: a0 F gend 
Quo ſane populus numerabilis, utpote e paris,” by 
Et frugi, caſtuſque, verecunduſque coibat· 1 let 15 
Poſt quam cœpit agros extendere victor, et urbem 
Lagtior amplecti murus, vinoque diurno | 
3 Placari genius feſtis impune diebus ns 
_ | Acceſſit numeriſque modiſque licentia . K l 
+ Indoctus quid enim ſaperet liberque mum N ca 
Ruſticus — nn ""_— honeſto - Kn Aer 
1 8 pride motumque et Tuxuriam addidit a aft: 1 701 200 
. agg gnitletno noo dmnug Here 
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4 ok Ache niceſt Art) 
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The « Choe ( whack | 


For their ſole Buſineſs, wlien bel 


s © 
F * | © 23 


« To favour Virtue; reconcile the Friend „3 
Appeaſe the Angry; and the Good commend ; 

* To praiſe the frugal Board, and wholſome 88 
« Juſtice, and Law, and Peace, fur ever dear; 
« True to their Truſt; the Gbds with Pray 


of old, the wat a8 yer with Brak unbound, 
(Tho' now it emulates the Trumpet” s Sound) 


Simple, and ſmall, and with few Vents, e 
And, in their Theatres; with Eaſe was heard: 


For our great Anceſtors were plain and * 04978 doing 


70 our ſtupendous Decorations knew : 
But now, with Victory, and Arts, grown PR 
Rome's Sports 1 increas id, with; her incteafir g State: 


Her Gods with Wine ador'd, and: feſtal Eaſe 29% 5 
Licentious Sounds found a new Way to glove: 29491 1h 
For what could be expected, when the Clown, 


Mix d with the Senator, diſgrac d the Gown ? 
What could the Taſte of ſuch low Peaſants hit, 
But coarſe or obſcene Jeſts, the Shame of Wit? 5 
Looſe Poſtures now were taught, with Skill, to ſuit 
With che laſcivious Breathings of the Flute, 


E 2 


Is to point out ſome Matter in the Playa x t up 


That Worth __ thrive, Tu Vice an poke _ 


Should always ſing ſome neceſſary Fat; nnn 
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| +—traxitque vagus per pap weben: 5 


Sic etiam fidibus voces crevere ſeveris; M lg 

Et tulit eloquium inſolitum facundia r 5 0 + 119012407 
Utiliumque ſagax rerum, et dirina futuri, 
„ non * Goteatia TOR ro om dd off» 


Carmine qui tragico vilem certavit ob hircum, 
Mox etiam agreſtes Satyros nudavit, et W | 


Incolumi gravitate jocum tentavit— 
| Wllecebris erat mee marandus_ + 1 470% ot! 


B Spectator, functuſque ſacris, et potus, et — 
| Verum ita riſores, ita commengare dicaces 
| + Conveniet Satyros, ita vertere ſeria ludo: 

Te, quicunque deus, quicunque ad hbebiter _ 
Regali conſpectus in auto nuper et eie 
Migret in obſcuras humili {ermone tabernas; 
Aut, dum vitat humutu, gubel et inania captet. | 

Effutire leves indigna trageedia verſus; | 
Vt feſtis matrona eri you ne 


” * 1 14 * 3 14 * * 


Intererit Satyris paulum pudibunda protervis. 
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Then flowing Robes firſt trail's along the Ground; 

And a new Grace, in each new Step, Wis found. 

So the Greek Choral Lyre at firſt * was Fan, 

Till, by Degrees, rais d te a nobler Btrain, | 

With ſwelling Pomp k the Grerian Feri ITE ©: tte agil! 
het — the Langu: 7 of the'Daphi Goa." 1 11 195 13A 


Now Choruſes of "wan firſt began, 
And found a Place in the Dramatic Plan; 
Taught by the Bard, Who firſt dbtain'd"the Prize, 
In Comic Jeſts, yet ſolemnly, to riſe: | 
For ſomething new and light muſt be allow d, 
To pleaſe a drunken, lawleſs, giddy,” Croud : 
Yet, tho ſuch harmleſs Raillery e g 
If carry'd thro? the faterludes with Bae, 
Take care the Hero, or che awful God, 
Who late the Stage, in Gold and mare wa.” 
Deſcend not to low Teſts, for Farces fit, 
Or, ſhunning that, affect unnat ral Wit; 
For ſuch low Traſh the Tragie Muſe Glam 


And each high Nothing, cloathid in :Bombaſt, Hhames. 
As the chaſte Matron, order d 'by the Prieft'' 


On public Days to grace the ſacred Feaſt, / Wm 

Seems not to mom; vet moves with graceful ny” 11 
And fills with Proper Decenoy her Fart; ö 
So ſhould the Satyrs brought upon the {ny 
With proper m our Minds engage. 


[9] 


* 


Non ego inornata et dominantia nomina bien 
RE... Piſones; Satyrorum vo ug ee 


Nec fic enitar tragico differre eolori,. - | 
Ut nihil interlit, Da VU I E. Aud ax 
Pythias emuncto lucrata Simome talentum ite 
An cuſtos famuluſque dei Sübenu alumni. 

1 151 3120 dF \ oo; 17 21 * 74 


Ex noto fictum carmen ſequar: ut ſibi quivis 
Speret idem ; — 


„ — T * Fl * o þ 4 . * T „ 


Audet W e laboret 5 27 
Auſus idem. tantum ſeries j juncturaque pollet: ATE 


Tantum de medio ſumtis accedit honoris. } 9163 
| LS» „„ Boos ESL * . wo ; * 
4 A. k * 9244 . f 1 111 — F a F- 3 
| . 6 * % io | 8. 2 


Silvis deducti caveant, me judice, Fat 
Ne, velut innati triviis, ac pene forenſes, / ” 
Aut nimium teneris juvenentur — YOON logs 1 
Aut immunda crepent ignominioſaque dict 
Offenduntur enim, quibus eſt domus, et pater, et res; ee os 
Nec, ſi quid fricti ciceris probat et nucis s 5 5 
quis accipiunt animis, donantve corona. 


* —_—— 


_— 


ſa all fach Pale, 1 your Word . e the! 
Such as with ſtricteſt Modeſty agree. ire ah: ie of 
Things, nam'd with to mocks Rluntneſ 
Nor ſhould the Audjence without Celik | abt 
Yet, whilſt this Fault; jud ciouſly'your f deus, elem 200 wut 
Beware you do not into others run; alice zoobnog? 
Nor ſhamefully the Rule of Order beak” 504 1] 73 2UL0iD ; 0 2 
And make a Davus like Silentes 1 A I) ns yore, Fro”) 


'Tis beſt Sul wes 1450 Hiſtory 0 e 3 H BT: 


A Subje& ſuited to the Tragic Muſez 6 10 1 
Subjects ſo choſen will the Hearer touch, ie WA. 
And each one think, tis his to do as 2 | 


Till, ſweating with the Toil, he vainly tries, 
And owns, above his Height your Genius flies : 
80 hard the Chain of Incidents and Things 
0 rich the Grace, which volt ſuch _—_— e 1 
ii 1 611 ; 
Drawn from the Woods; ah pled pe the Scene, bl 
Satyrs ſhould not be poliſh d, eg ee eee 
Alike offenſive, if they ſpeak too well, > e , 5 
As when coarſe Thoughts, i in coarſer ag Mii 6 tell: — 
Men of true Paſte, whatever Rank they bear, 
Such ill-judg'd Seen Wich Iüdigtaszöft err 
Nor will eſpouſe the ſordid Poet's Cauſe, 2 
Who, _ the e Vulgar 8 e ſeeks Applauſe. 


* 
bo F Wn | 


« What 


N 24064 
EE: Syllaba longa ee wine dba a 
1 Pes citus: unde etiam trimetris accreſcere ji = oe. 
bes, cum ſenes redderet ictus, '- ien 5 
Primus ad extremum ſimilis ſibi . non ita ee 1 7 
|  Tardior ut paulo graviorque veniret ad aures, 
3 e Spondeos ſtabiles in jura paterna re. dit fy? 
Commodus et patiens; non ut de See Lend 
+ Cederet aut quarta ſocialite, hic et in Aci * Ern bob. 
1 Nobilibus trimetris apparet rarus, et Enni. | 
i In ſcenam miſſos maguo cum pondere verſun. 
1 f Aut operæ celeris nimium, curaque carenti s, 
| Aut ignoratz premit artis erimine tuirpl, - 1 2 


. 


Non ins il imma pe-: 
Et data Romanis venia eſt indigna poetis. 
| Idcircone vager, ſoribamque licenter? an is - 
| Viſuros peccata puter mea, tutus, et intra | 
| Spem veniz cautus? vitavi deaique * 


Non laudem merui.—-—— ee 


U 
ö 


Nocturna verſate manu, verſate diurna. 


. 7 
4 | 
> 


2 7 
— e * 
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« What Numbers now the Tragic. Bard. ſhould uk, 
«i Shall be the preſent Buſineſs of the Muſe. = 
As yet untaught by Rule to meaſure Sound, 
« Our Language, without Quantity, i is found: 
« Yet long, or ſhort, in ev'ry Word appears, 
And, not obſerv d, offends the Critic's Ears: 
Light Joy ſhould be in flowing Words expreſt, 
« And heavier Sounds burſt from the Grief-ſtruck Breaſt: 
« Rapid and loud beſt paint the Hero's Rage, 
« Whilſt Fear and Terror ſhort-breath'd Sounds preſa ge. 
* Rhyme, ill becoming Plays, with Care avoid: 
7 
By Sounds, repeated oft, the Ear is cloy 9 
© Ten Syllables the Meaſure of each Me: 
« Yet ſometimes from this Rule you may decline; 
« Nor too exactly ſcan the number'd Feet, 
Or thin the Senſe to make the Verſe complete.” 
Not all can theſe nice Delicacies trace, 
And too much Liberty finds ſometimes Grace; 
Encourag'd by Indulgences thus ſhown, 
Seek not by others Faults to ſcreen your own; : 
For tho from Cenſure kindly we refrain, 
| The Praiſe you ſhould affect, you'll never gain. 
Let the Greek Authors ſtill be your Delight: 
Attentive ſtudy them both Day and Night: 
From their exhauſtleſs Springs your Treaſure take, 
And their great Sn Jour Example make. N 8279 
F e 
be Theſes Sixteen Lines are in lieu of the Latin Text ; which cannot be 1 
with either Propriety, or Uſe. 


— 


. 34 IG 
At nol preari ; Nlautinos et numeros et 


Laudavere ſales: nimium patienter utrumque, 
Ne dicam ſtulte, mirati ; — 


— — — — = 
— — —— geen en nn NS 


A modo ego et vos. 
Scimus „ lepido ſeponere dieto, 
Legitimumque forum digitis callemus et aure. 


Ipnotum tragicæ genus pen Camenæ 
Dicitur, et plauſtris vexiſſe poemata Theſpis, 
Quæ canerent agerentque perunch, fecibus * 


Poſt hunc verſonz pallæque repertor honeſt 
Æſchylus et modicis inſtravit pulpita tignis, 


Et docuit magnumque n nitique cothurno. 


gSucceſſit vetus his 8 non fine 0 
Laude ;--- | 


| 1 in vitium libertas excidit, et vim 
Dignam yp. regi:.— 'n 
Alex eſt accepta - 


_ ---choruſque _ 
Turpiter obticuit, ſublato jure nocendi «@ 
3 „ = 


1 
2 


5 L381 
| What tho our Bards have charm'd the lit'ning Throng, 
Has Dryden never been commended wrong? 

Has not, ſometimes, an injudicious Praiſe, 

with Honours undeſerv'd, cry d up his Lays? 

Nay, to be plain, and ſpeak without Diſguiſe--- 

Too often fooliſhly beſtow'd the Prize? 

For, tho' the Tongue may praiſe, the faithful Ear 
Will, as the Sound affects the Organ, hear; d 


Nor will the Mind, when judging right, be caught 
With the falſe Glare of an unnat ral Thought. 


Theſpis, the firſt who wore the Tragic Crown, 

And made his Actors ſtroll from Town to To.wn, *r 

Smear'd with Wine Lees, and feated SQ” 

Shew'd ev'ry Actor how to play his Part, 1181 

Till Z/chylus, improving on his Plan, 

To act in Maſk, and decent Dreſs, began; 

Rais d a ſmall Theatre upon the Ground, 

And buſkin'd Heroes taught to fell in Sound. 

Then Comedy next roſe, and kearn'd to charm, 

Unguarded, free, licentious, bold, and warm; 

Till, too abuſive grown, the beſt of Men 

Became the Scoff of each Satitic Pen. 

The Magiſtrates the growing Evil faw, 

And curb'd their bold Licentiouſneſs by Law : 

No longer ſuffer'd on ſuch Themes to dwell, 

The Chorus, and its Pow'r, together fell. 5 
| F 2 — Our 


bbb — 8 — 


LR 4496.1 

1 Nil intentatum noſtri liquere poetæ: 

Nec minimum meruere decus, veſtigia Græca | 
Auſt deſerere , et cele brare domeſtica facta, 
Vel qui prætextas, vel qui docuere togatas, 
Nec virtute foret, clariſve potentius arms, 


Quam lingua, Latium; fi non offenderet unum— 
Em poctarum lime labor, et mora,— e 


1 


es, S 
Na ſanguis—- | 
gg carmen ww _—_ non 
Multa 8 et multa litura coercuit, atque 
Perfectum decies non caſtigavit ad unguem. 


Ingenium miſera quia fortunatius arte 
Credit, et excludit ſanos eee poctas 
Democritus; TS 


| ---bona pars non ungues ponere curat, 
Non barbam; ſecreta ou loca, balnea vitat. 


1 ' 
; 4 * 
1 9 
8 4 
N 0 8 


Our Poets, equally as ſond of Fame, 


Have dar d all Things to raiſe themſelves a Name z 3 


Trod in new Paths, to antient Greees unknown, 
And celebrated Heroes of our-own : 

Nor ſhould we leſs in Arts, than Andes "TY 

If Poets, what they write, would: poliſh wal. 
But, lazy grown, they court inglorious Eaſe, 
And think, tis Fame enough, if they but pleaſe. 
The noble Toil,  infpiriting the OO. 

N eglected, leaves a ng but no Soul. 


You then, my Lord, wks with ad bye, 10 47 


Can ſee where ev'ry Fault, or Beauty, lies; 
| Who, not miſled by rough, or welF-turn'd Lines, 
Can tell when Pope is flat, or Shakeſpeare ſhines; 
Wait till the Work, corrected often, ſhows. 
It merits all the Praiſe the Judge beſtows. 


What tho Democrious the Pref'rence gare 

To Works, which leſs of Art chan Genius have, 
Bidding the Bards their Helicon forſake, 
And, from within, true Inſpiration take--- 
To each Exceſs ſhall Poets ever prone, 
Grow naſty, and affect to be alone? 
Quitting the Town, to private Caverns run, 
And Company, and public Bagnios, ſhun. 


With 


i 
| 


22 | | _ 
3 3 
| | 


Nanciſcetur enim pretium nomenque poetæ, | - 
Si tribus Anticyris caput inſanabile (NIE. N 


Tonſon Licino commiſerit.— 


FR a — py PR 
Qui purgor bilem ſub, v verni i tempori horam! 
Non alius faceret meliora poemata : verum 


Nil tanti 2... 
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-——Ergo fungar vi vice e cots, acutum 
Reddere quz ferrum vale — 

—exſors ipla ſecandi 
Munus et officium, nil ſcribens ipſe, docebo; 
Unde parentur opes; quid alat formetque poetam; 3 
Quid deceat, quid 1 nom; quo virtus, quo ferat error. 


* * 


Scribendi recte ſapere eſt et principium et fons. 
: e Rem 


n 
Aſſume a ſlov'nly, ſupercilious, Air?  - 
Vain Fools, to fanfy they will gain the Bays, | 


And rife, by fuch odd Tricks, to public Praiſe ! 
With Patience who ſuch Follies can endure, 
Not three Antityras their Brains can cure! 
Is this the Path to Fame? Is this the Road ? 

How ill my Pains, and Drugs, hare been beſtow'd? 

| Careful--when coming Spring new-cloaths the Wood 
To purge all bilious Humours from the Bl 
With leſs Expence, I might have roſe to Fame, 
And equall'd the moſt noble Poet's Name ! 


But *tis not worth this mighty Toll and Pain--- Ek . 


An humbler Glory, for myſelf, III gain; 

And (as Knives cut, edg d by the grinding stone) 
Will whet each Poet's Genius by my o.; 

And tho ſunfit myſelf, like them, to riſe, 

Will open all their Duty to their Eyes 


Whence flows the noble Vein, which forms the Bard 


What they ſhould chief obſerve, what diſregard--- | 


Each Beauty ſet to View, each Fault make known : 


And teach them how to reach deſerv d Renown. 


You then, who ſeek to gain the Poets Name, 


Learn, that 2 know---18 the firſt Step bo Fame 
Without this Principle, your Toil is loſt; 


And all your vain Endeavours will be croſt. 


[4] 
Rem tibi Socraticæ — oftendere charte: 


V — proviſam rem non invita a foquentar. 


Qui didicit patriz _ debeat, et quid amicis, _ 
d Quo fit amore parens, quo frater amandus, et Gila ; 
Quod fit conſeripti, quod judicis officium, 9 
Partes i in bellum * ae 3 
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8 i profet 
| Reddere perſons E convenientia cuique. 
Reſpioere exemplar vitæ morumque jubebo 
Doctum imitatorem et veras hinc ducere voces. 


! 
— 3t] 
Why 
14 
Flt 
1 
Hy 
114 
1 


Interdum ſpecioſa locis, morataque recte 
Fabula, nullius veneris, ſine pondere et arte, 
Valdius oblectat populum, meliuſque moratur, 
Quam verſus i inopes rerum, ee canoræ. 


\ 


Graiis ingenium, Graiis dedit « ore e 
Muſa loqui, preter laudem nullius avaris. | 


—— 


1 


Bi By 13 inſtructed, form your Mind 

With ev'ry Knowlege, uſeful td Mankind. 
Things well-conceiv'd we eaſily expound : 
Words are not Om when the Senſe is | found. 


„What Patriots totheir Country 5 Walkie owe. Ie 
Or Friends ſhould, in their fond Attachments, ſhow — 
« What Love the Sire ſhould, from-the Child, command-— | 


Or Brother, from a Brother, may demand — | 
« What Hoſpitality. requires from all !--- . 1 
What beſt becomes the Senate, Camp, or Hall”—- 
Your Study be Theſe always in your Mind, 
| You cannot fail to paint, with Truth, Mankind: 

Attentive to this Rule, for ever true, 1 
Have ſtill the gen ral Plan of Life in view. 
This Rule, obſerv'd; will fill us with Delight, 
And ſpread your Genius open to the Sight. 
How oft have Plays, where Genius has no 5. 
| Wrote without Elegance, or Grace, or r Art; 

| Quite deſtitute of ev ry other n 
Charm'd by the Force of Character diſplay d! 
Whilſt others, fill'd with ſounding Verſe, but void 
Of true Diſtinction, have the Audience cloy d! 


Rich in their Verſe, but richer in their Vein, 
Above the grov'ling Thoughts of ſordid Gain—- 
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[42], 


Romani pueri longs rationibus aſſem „ 
Diſcunt in partes centum diducere— 


.- 
— Dicat 


Filius Albini, & de quincunce remota eſt . 
Uncia, quid ſuperat? poteras dixiſſe, trie. en 
Rem poteris ſervare tuam. redit uncia : quid b.. 
Semis. ad hzc animos ærugo et cura pecul 

Cum femel imbuerit ſperamus carmina EM 
Poſſe linenda cedro, et levi ned med 


Aut ſimul et jucunda et idonea dicere vitæ. 


| Quidquid pracipies, eſto brevis; ut cito ht 


Percipiant animi dociles, teneantque fideles: 


Omne ſupervacuum pleno de een ' 


F ict voluptatis 3 "I proxima rer et 
Nec quodeunque volet, poſcat ſibi fabula credi: 
Neu pranſe Lamiæ vivum puerum extrabat alvo- 


8 * 
{ \ 1 | 


The happy Grecian Bards to Nature ow d, 

What Graces the indulgent Muſe beſtow'd.--- 

Our narrow Yeuth from Infancy are taught 

To calculate the Total of a Groat—- 

Take Two from Four, My Sen What will rernain? 

« Why, Two. Well ſaid— Add two---'Tis Four _ 
« That's my goot! oy Ho happy is my Fate! 
4 My Son is fit to manage an Eſtate!” 

When Thoughts of Gain fo ſoon the Mind infect, 
What from ſuch Geniuſes can we expect? 

What Muſe will deign ſuch Wretches: to inſpire, | 
Or warm their Breafts with true Poetie Fire! lob rf1020 50. 


2 4 . 1 — © = _ 0 
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Poets ſhou 1d write for Profit, or „ Delight; Y 
Or, to one gen ral Purpoſe, Both unite--- 
Would you inſtruct.—be ſhert, as well as clear 
A few ſhort Precepts any one may bear. ö 
The Breaſt, a little, eaſily retains--- _ 
Loaded top much, as ſurely heaves and ſtrains, 5 
If, to delight, Your Fable you deviſe, | 
Let nothing, too improbable, ariſs: 5 
Still near to Truth, feign what may be beliey d. 3 
Things, which ſhock Se nſe, will never - be Tecely d. f wat 
Let Pantomime ſhew Monſters on the Rape, F 
And, in unnat'ral Sights, the Eye engage; 
Such idle Things may pleaſe a ſtupid Croud ; 
But; by good Judges will not be allow'd--- . 
| | 1 For : 


74 


Centuriæ ſeniorum agitant expertia frugis: 


Omne tulit . qui i util; dulci, | 1 


Hic meret æra liber Soſſis: 2.— 

5 Ry i et maretranſ . 

Et longum not eriptri prorogat ZVUI.. e 
. OLDS eap83tbuloubes deurn 0; bbbao.! 
Sunt delicta tamen, quibus nor velimus: 
ue” | 2 . 259. 1 34 HW 2:51 | „ 


Celſi prætereunt auſtera poemata Rhamnes, 


Lectorem delectando, pariterque monendo. 


Nam neque chorda ene reddit, quem vult manus et mens 


Poſcentique gravem perſæpe remittit acutum\, 
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Nec ſemper ſeriet quodcunque minabitur arcus. va 
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For all that moves to Laughter i is not Wit, 
Nor ſhould true Comedy fuch Sights admit. 
Yet—-If your Aim be ſolely, to delight, 8 
Expect no gen ral Praiſe from what you write 
Old Age requires ſome Moral in a Tale, | 
Where Senſe ſhould oyer Levity prevail: | „ 
Or, if, attentive to pleaſe them alone, : of ROE 
Your Fable, without Pleafantry, i is 1 # 
Our Youth, lefs fond of Sentences than _— 

Will ſtifle ſuch Productions i in their Birth. . 
Tis his alone e bin Applauſe, whoſe ü, 1 ben 


1 bent to pleaſe, and to. | Mal 1575 n 
Millar, and Dodſey, for his Works will vye— e 


No Price, for ſuch a Purchaſe, is too high ! 
Tranſlated'ſooh'as from the Preſs they come, 

Abroad commended] andadinind at homt- par ibal 
High ſoars the Poet's Name Mankind agree. 
And Fame immortal, for his heran decree. 
( 20101 1 .D p io: era £1157: 1g 20 8) 

| Perfectisn'is not ho be ane Man,. algnre 75 1069 . 
Nor can we form, in all, a perfect Pham) 15g 541 
For, tho' with niceſt Skill bene lib 


Nor, certain, tho we bend the twanging Yew,, 
Will the ſwift Arrow reach the Mark. in View 


It will not; always, de fame Sound:aflgrd;;-! Jiu Jl 4 900 6 


Shall 


* 
| 
i 
is 
it 
U 
1 
1 
i 
ih 
1 
[ 


— > _ — 2 2 — - n 
, — Io — 


— Fx Gn, 
< — 
——V— —— — — 4 
— — —— 


— —— 
2 * 


MEWS Os 
nr 


[a6] 


Verum, ubi pluta ultent i in carmine, tion 0 e 0 ˙¹ 


Offendar maculis, quis. att incuria fiir, OH 20787 
Aut humana parum tavit natura. 0 een. 117 11 ay 
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Ut ſcriptor fi peccat idem Iibrartus ſhine, Pads 1 I 


Quatre eſt monitus/"Wehia 6atet 36 bel ol enn 0 
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Ridetur, chorda qui ar oberrat eadem : in 1 


Sic mihi qui mulvüt ceffit, ft Cherie ge; - ls tid aT* 
Quem bis terqbe bern: vum tilt wirr e 29d ol 
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Ut pictura, poeſis: erit, quæ, ſi propius 1 . 
Te capiat magis; et qumdam, ſi dongius abſte: 


Hæc amat obſcurum; volet hee ſub lace videri, ; 7 
Jjudicis argutum quæ non formidat acumen: 0 6 5757 


Hæc —_ n hæt decies repetita Placchit. Ws of 
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Shall 1 chen, where ſuperior Beauties * Bon 
Be fo offended-at a cargleb Line? 
chall unforgiving Rigour ſtill prevail, 
When human Nature is ſo aptto fail? . 
- But this may go too far Would you not 1 
A Copyiſt, if his Faulty ware ſtill theſame— 
If often told, and caution'd to beware, 
He ſtill proceeds with the fame Want of G. 
or if a Lyriſt, when he ſtrikes the String,. 
with the ſame Diſſonance ſtill makes it ring? 
Tis ſo with Bards ſcarce any Piece is writ, 
Without ſome Spark.« of Genius, or of Wit; 
Yet, take the Whole, and weigh it in your | Mind, 
More Room for Laughter, than for Praiſe, you find. 


But, ſay, my Lond, can you your Temper keep, 
To ſee ev'n Homer ſometimes nod, or fleep— 


Yet, in his Favour, let thus much be ſaid, 
So long a Work may ſometimes. doze the Head. — 


Poems, like Pictures, aſſ᷑ a diff rent Light: 0 

At Diſtance ſame, and ſome; when near, delight - 
Some, in a Shade, their Beauties ſhould diſpla ß 
And ſome thine moſt, when plac'd in fulleſt Day. 
Short Pleaſures, from the darken'd Tints, ariſe; =» 
Whillt the enlighten'd Figures charm the Eyes 
| On theſe the Judge with growing Raptures dwells, 
And ev'ry Moment, with freſh Tranſport, ſwells.-— 
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Fingeris ad rectum, et per te ſapis; hoc tibi dietum 
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Sed tamen in pretis eft:— eee 11911 


$6 ; — eſſe Portis © 
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Ut gratas inter menſas ymphonia diſcors, | a 
Et craſſum unguentum, et Sardo cum melle 5 — 
Offendunt; FR duci quia cena fee iſt: LS 


. 


3 * 4 2 
Wi a2: 3 


Sic animis natum inventumque poema juvandis,. 
Si paulum ſummo decellir, vergit ad imum. | 


5 Ludere By Ait, | << e abſtine armis2 92 
Indoctuſque pilæ, diſcive, trochive, quieſcit;; 
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Yet (tho' with Taſte, and riper Judgment, bleſt, 

And of all Knowlege, requiſite, poſleſt) 

Hear this one Maxim, and retain it well, 10 

$ ſhall you ſtill, in judging right, excel--- 

A Lawyer at the Bar may plead with Grace; 

Yet want the Pow'r, which we in Murray trace 
Another an entangled Cauſe may free, | 

And yet leſs knowing than a Ryder be. © 

Such have their Worth tho ſhort, far ſhort of theſe, 

And, with an Under-ſort of Merit, pleaſe. _ 

But Poets muſt be either good, or bad — 

No middle State for them is to be had : 

Bards, by Mediocrity, ne'er rife to Fame: 

A middling, and a bad one, is theſame— 

Nor Gods, nor Men, nor Columns rais d on n high, 

Can give fuch Poets Immortality. 5 

As Concerts, ill. perform d, the Feaſt deftroy, 

And Sweets, not mix'd with Art, the Palate cloy 

For, without theſe, the ſocial Feaſt may pleaſe, 

And better will, if not improv'd by theſe) ; 

So Poems, whoſe chief End is to delight, 

Grow inſtant bad-—if « once they ſsrerve from Right. 
ad Voſi for manly W to throw 

© The Jav'lin---or to bend the ſtubborn Bow 

To ride the manag'd Horſe---or Buckler wield, 

Or toſs the Quoit---or wreſtle in the Field“ 
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Ne ſpiſſæ riſum tollant impune coronæ: 


Qui neſcit, verſus tamen audet fingere.—— 


ud ni 73 
Liber et ingenuus, præſertim cenſus equeſtrem 
Summam — . remotus ab omni. 


Tu nihil invita dices facieſve Minerva: 
Id tibi judicium eſt, ea mens. 


1 quid tamen olim 
Scripſeris, in Meti deſcendat judicis aures, 


Et patris, et noſtras; nonumque prematur in annum. 
Membranis intus poſitis, delere licebit, 


Quod non edideris: neſcit vox miſſa reverti. 


* 


Silveſtres homines ſacer interpreſque Deorum 


Cæxdibus et victu fœdo deterruit Orpheus; 


Dictus 


r 
The prudent Man declines thro' Senſe of Shame, 


Nor ventures to acquire uncertain Fame: 

Leſt, failing in the Toil thro' Want of Skill, 

Loud Shouts of Laughter the wide Circus fill. 

But ſome, illit'rate, confident, and vain, 

Eager the Name of Poet to obtain, 

Will try their Talents, and, in Nature's Spite, 
Dare, without Knowlege, or true Genius, write--- . 
« And why not, pray? What ſhould his Fear create? 
« He has a Title, and a good Eftate--- 

A Life unblemiſh'd”---Is that all requir'd ? 

Is he by Phæbus, or one Muſe, inſpir d? 

But you, whoſe candid, yet impartial Mind 
Condemns ſuch Weakneſſes in human Kind, 
Who ſtill conſult whate er is juſt and right, 
And, till the Muſe inſpires, forbear to write; 


Should you the ſacred Inſpiration feel, 
Wait for a ſecond Add; ;ſon, or Steel--- . 


Nor think it late the Verſe ſhould not appear, 
Till carry'd to the ninth, from Year to Year--- 
Once publiſh'd, tis in vain to call it back: | 
Like Words gone out, it leaves no certain Track. 


In antient Days, ere poliſh'd Arts began, . 
And with Brutes liv'd their Fellow-creature, Man-— 
Orpheus aroſe, and taught the ſavage Brood nb 

To quit their Caverns, and abſtain from Blood 

H 2 Hence 
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Dictus ob hoc lenire tigres, rabidoſque leones. 
Dictus et Amphion, Thebanæ conditor arcis, 
Saxa movere ſono teſtudinis, et prece blanda 
Ducere quo vellet.--- 


Wen hzc apientia quondam, 
Publica FR ſecernere,-- 


Cn 


3 —ſaera profanis, 
Concubitu prohibere vago,--- RY 


---dare jura maritis, 
Q ppida moliri, leges incidere ligne. 


Sic honor et nomen divinis vatibus atque 
Carminibus venit.--- 


---Poſt hos ſens Homerus, 


Tyrtzufque m mares animos in Martia bella 
Verſibus exacuit. Dictæ per carmina ſortes, 


Et vitæ monſtrata via eſt, 


-—et gratia regum 


Pieriis tentata modis, luduſque repertus, 


Et longorum operum finis:— 


[53] 
Hence faid, by Force of Muſic to . 


Ihe Tyger, and the Lion's furious Rage. - 
Amphion next, for Eloquence renown'd, 


Repair'd the antient Thebes, and wall'd it round=—= 


Hence Fables taught, that with his tuneful Lyre 

He could, een Things inanimate, inſpire ; 

For then, whoever meant the public Good: 
Diſtinguiſh'd in an higher Order flood. = 

The Prieſt and Poet differ d but in Name: 

Their glorious Taſk was one, their End the fame; 


To ſep'rate ſacred Things, from Things 1 — 


Man's lawleſs Luſts to bridle and reſtrain--- 

« To fix the proper Rules for ſocial Life--- 

Jo regulate the Hufband, and the Wife--- 

Jo build the City and by Law controul 

{© The private Good, when hurtful to the Whole 
Honours divine, hence, grac'd the Poets Name, 
And future Times immortaliz'd their Fame. 
Great Homer, and Tyrteus next, began, 

With martial Songs, to warm ambitious Man : 

In their high Steps, the Delphic Prieſteſs trod, 

And Verſe now ſpake the Meaning of the God 

* Ev'n Nature's Secrets, op'ning to the Sd 
In Verſe deliver'd, raviſh'd with Delight--- | 


Verſe pleas' d the Ears of Kings---and public Shows, ; 


By Verſe improv'd, with greater Luſtre roſe. 


* „J. Dacier's Note in locum. 
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Duane forte pudori 
Sit tibi Muſa! yræ ſolers, et cantor 8 


— 


Natura fieret laudabile carmen, an arte, 


Queſitum eſt -- 


Ego nee dudium fine divite vena, | 
Nec rude quid profit video ingenium; 66 


—-alterius fic 
Altera poſcit opem res, et conjurat amice. 


Qui ſtudet optatam curſu contingere metam, 
Multa tulit fecitque puer; ſudavit et ality ; 


Abſtinuit venere et vino: 


Qui Pythia cantat 
Tibicen, didicit prius, extimuitque magiſtrum. 


bs 


Nunc ſatis eſt dixiſſe, Ego mira poemata pango : 


Occupet extremum ſcabies: mihi turpe relinqui eſt, 


Et, quod non didici, ſane neſcire fateri. 
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Then bluſh not, HALIr Ax, To touch the Lyre, 
If Phebus, and the facred Nine, Ty gee 


If Verſe from Genius, or from Art, flows e 


Nor Art, alone, to great Perfection riſe 
Both, kindly join'd , united Force impart : 
Art favours Genius, Genius favours Art. 
As the fam'd Rider, ere he gains the Prize, 


With Heat and Cold, his hardy Limbs prepares; 


Or he who ſtrikes the Lyre ne'er tops his Part, 
Till taught the Principles of his own Art 
For tho a Maſter he at laſt appears, 

There was a time, when even he had Fears, 
But now, above Inſtruction, one will cry, 
ghew me the Man, who writes as well as T. 

© Bleſt with a Genius, what, to me, is Art? 
What can it more, than I polleſs, impart ? 
With Care let others cultivate their Mind 
No Shame to me, like being left behind! 
Let others toil, by Study, to excel: 
3 can hide my Ign'rance, tis as wel,” 


Loiks has this Queſtion been i in high Contef, . 


Maturely weigh d nor Genius will ſuffice--- "IF 


A thouſand diff rent Arts, with Patience, teies; 


And from the Joys of Love and Wine forbears--- | 


Happy 


Ut præco, ad meroes bam * cogit  emendas; ; 


Aſſentatores jubet ad lucrum 3 ire e poeta 
Dives agris, dives poſitis 1 in fenore nummis. 


Si vero eſt, untum qui recte ponere poſſit, ev. Win 


Et ſpondere levi pro paupere, et eripere atris 

L itibus implicitum; mirabor, ſi ſciet inter- 
noſcere mendacem verumque beatus amicum. 

Tu ſeu donaris, ſeu quid donare voles cui; 
Nolito ad verſus tibi factos ducere . 
Lætitiæ: cla mabit enim, pulchre, bene, recte; 
Palleſcet ſuper his; etiam ſtillabit amicis - _ 
Ex oculis rorem; ſaliet; tundet pede terram. 
Ut qui conducti plorant in funere, dicunt, 

Et faciunt prope _ dolentibus ex animo; 


---fic 


Derifor vero plus laudatore movetur. 


Reges dicuntur multis urgere culullis, 
Et torquere mero, quem perſpexiſſe laborent, 
An fit amicitia dignus. ſi carmina condes, 
ene te fallant animi ſub vulpe latentes. 
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Quintilio 


% 


Happy the Bard, who has a great Eftate ! 
Each Flatterer, for Gain, will on him wait-- - 
Like Auctioneers, who praiſe, by public Cry, 
Their Goods, and court each Cuſtomer to buy 
He treats his Friends The Poor his Bounty taſte; 
And Clients, for Protection, to him haſte 
All this is true — But where will all this end? 
Can he diſcern the Flatt'rer from the Friend? 
The Man oblig d will never be ſincere, 
Each Verſe you read with Tranſport fills his Ear; 
« *Tis fine, tis beautiful—He claps his Hands 
„With Ecſtaſy, quite overpow'r'd, he ſtand— 
One while, Joy ſparkles in his laughing Eyes" 1 
« And now again, difloly'd in Grief, he cries.” 
As Mourners hir d, ſome fun'ral Pomp to grace, 
With Grief, unfelt, put on a diſmal Face; 
So 9neerers, ev ry Line you write, commend, 
And, in their loud Applauſe, out-tongue the Friend. 


Pleaſure i intoxicates the l 8 oul, 
And Secrets open, with the circling Wo: 2 
Hence Princes have been faid to try with Wine - 
Thoſe, whom for future Favours they deſign. --- 
With equal Caution, their true Worth to know, 
Study the Man, to whom your Works you ſhow. 
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Quintilio ſi quid recitares, Corrige, ſode r,. - 
Hoc, aiebat, et hoc: melius te poſſe negares, 


1 


Bis terque expertum fruſtra; delere jubebat, 
Et male tornatos incudi reddere verſus. 
Si defendere delictum, quam vertere, malles ; 
Nullum ultra verbum, aut operam inſumebat i mat 
Quin ſine rivali dere eden lolus amares. 


— 


Vir bonus et peude verſus regrendet nac, =} 
Culpabit duros, incomtis allinet atrum 555 
Tranſverſo calamo ſignum, ambitioſa recidet 
Ornamenta, parum claris lucem dare coget, 


Alrguet ambigue dictum, mutanda notabit, 
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Fiet Ariſtarchus:— 


nec dicet, Cur ego amicum 
Offendam in nugis! „ 3 


-— he nugæ ſeria ducent 
In mala deriſum femel, exceptumque ſiniſtre. 
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cc This muſt he mended ir (a. Friend wilt cry) 
> And this will bear better Turn-—pray _ - 


« Sir, I have try'd it, twiee or thrice, in vain-- 
« Then blot it out, or do it o'er — 4"; 
How! Blot it out---No, Sir---That's not the Way--- 
Then leave it, Sir---I have no more to ſay 


He holds his Tongue, nor will henceforward take 
A fruitleſs Trouble for another's Sake--- 


Left to yourſelf, you're charm'd with ev'ry Verſe, 5 Yo 


And your own Praiſes | to youre rehe earſe. 


A Friend, whoſe Love is like his 1 dk 
May be ſevere, but ſtill is faithful found : _ 
© This Line is cold and languid---This wants Grace: 
© This is too hard And this—-is out of Place---. 
« This, with ambitious Ornaments, i 18 dreſt- N 
« Your Meaning, here, might better be expreſt.” M 
Each Fault, thus noted, grates the Poet's Ears: 3 
A very Ariſtarchus he appears. , 
* But is not this ſevere Should one offend, 
« For Trifles, ſuch as theſe, a worthy Friend ?” 
Theſe are no Trifles---But, fu ppoſc they were, 
You hurt him more, when kind, than when ſevere; 
For, if you ſtop him not, his Rhyming Vein 
Will lead him to expoſe himſelf again. 
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I 2 Shunn'd 
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Ut mala quem 1 babies aut morbus regius urget, | 
Aut fanaticus error, et iracunda. Diana; 8 
Veſanum tetigiſſe timent fugiuntque poetam, 

Qui ſapiunt; agitant pueri, incautique ſequuatur. 


Hic, dum ſublimes verſus ructatur, et errat, 


Si veluti merulis intentus decidit auceps. 


In puteum, foveamve; 


. 


tet, Succurrite, Tongune 


Clamet, i io cives I non fit qui tollere curet. 


Si quis curet opem ferre, et demittere funem; 
Qui ſcis, an prudens huc ſe dejecerit, atque 
Servari nolit? dicam, Siculique poet 

Narrabo interitum. deus immortalis haber: 
Dum cupit Empedocts, ardenters . AÆtnam 
Tnfiluit.--- 


— it jus, liceatque perire poetis. 


Invitum qui ſervat, idem facit occidenti. 


Shunn' d by the Wiſe, _ ordifeas'd, 


Hooted by giddy Boys thro*-all the Btreets--- 

A Laughing-ſtock to ev'ry Fool he meets 

k is the Curſe of Poets to believe, 
Their Merit draws the Praiſes they receives 
Till, by felt Cenſure hurt, their Suff rings ſhow, 
The tender Friend has been their greateſt Foc--- 
But tis too late — For, whilſt with Flatt ry vain, 
He ſounds his Verſes in a lofty Strain, | 
Heedleſs of all Things elle, his Feet give Way, 
And to a Ditch, or Well, the Bard convey. 

Like eager Fewlers, on their Game intent, 

Who ſee, too late, their Danger to prevent: : 

In vain he calls no friendly Hand is nigh--- . 
There let the Poet, and his Verſes, =—_ 
What! take him out- By no means Pray forbear, 
And the Sicilian Poet's Story hear. 

The Tale is ſhort—--Too fond to be a God,, 
Enpedocles on ſcorching ina trod; 
And, greatly rapt with Thoughts of 1 Fame, 
Plung d inthe Mountain's ever-burning Flame 
This Privilege to Bards, at leaſt, then give, 
Jo live no longer, than they chuſe to live 

This Privilege all Men by Nature have: 

Why then, againſt his Will, a. Poet dave?” 
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is not the firſt time he has play'd this Game: 

cave him-—his Madneſs will be ſtill the fame : 

His Head with this ſtrange Folly fill'd---in vain 

Is human Help -His Phrenſy will remain. 

But ſay, my Lord Why ſhould this furious Rage 

Of Verſifying thus his Mind engage? 

What has he done, that thus his Brain ſhould turn? 
Has he diſturb'd' his Father's ſacred Urn? 

Or mov'd the Bounds devoted to ſome God, 

And ſacrilegiouſſy, within it, trod? 

That he is mad - no Mortal can deny e 

And Fools, as well as wiſe Men, from him ſſy. 

His Preſence, like a Bear broke looſe, they ſhun, 

And from him, with Precipitation, run: 

But if, by Chance, ſome Wretch ſhould croſs his Way, 
He lays faſt hold, and forces him to ſtay--- 

Repeats his Verſes, till he's out of Breath ; 

And worries the unhappy Man to Death-— 

Sticks like a Leech, thatfeeds on human Gore, 

Nor quits his Hold, till he can ſuck no more. 


THE END. 
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